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OTOTOXICITY OF VISTAMYCIN IN THE COCHLEA OF GUINEA PIGS

Yosuio HAraDA
Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Faculty of Medicine, Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan

The author examined the ototoxicity of Vistamycin, a new antibiotic, in the cochlea of guinea pigs,
and concluded that the ototoxicity of this agent is scarcely or not existent.

After the consecutive intramuscular administration of 4 weeks at the dose of 400 mg/kg, no evidence of
ototoxicity was proved in the cochlea of guinea pigs by the audiological, electrophysiological and his-
tological examinations.

On the contrary, in the cases of kanamycin administration, 70 per cent of animals showed distinctly
the ototoxicity on all the audiological (disappearance of PREYER’s reflex),electrophysiological (decrease
of cochlear microphonics) and histological (defects of nucleus in outer hair cells) examinations.



