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Fig. 1. Microbial contamination of enteral feed-
ing solution. This contamination was revealed
by red colouring on the inside wall of a bag-
type container for administration of the solu-
tion.
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Fig. 2. Bacterial growth in enteral feeding solu-
tion (Elental®) inoculated with Servatia mar-
cescens and cultured at 30°C.
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BACTERIAL CONTAMINATION OF ENTERAL FEEDING SOLUTION

Shigeharu Oie and Akira Kamiya
Department of Pharmacy, Yamaguchi University Hospital,
1144 Kogushi, Ube 755, Japan

Heavy bacterial contamination of an enteral nutrient solution was revealed by red colouring on the
inside wall of a bag-type container for administration of the solution. This colouring was caused by
the red pigment of Serratia marcescens while the bag was hanging for as long as 16 hours. The
contamination may have been caused by the long hanging time and by frequent re-use of instruments
for preparation and of the bag-type enteral feeding container.



