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Fig. 2. Susceptibility of MRSA to imipenem.

Table 1. Clinical origin and coagulase type of MRSA (28 isolates)

Coagulase
. type II I I+ Vi NT Total

Specimen
Nasal cavity 1 1 2 13 1 18
Skin 1 3 4
Blood 1 1
Sputum 1 1 2
Others 2 2

Total 2 3 3 19 1 28
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CLDM?, IPM® %2 b33 L OBE L B 288, D Fig. 3. Combined effect of clindamycin (CLDM)
and (IPM) against MRSA no.14 strain.
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Fig. 4. Bactericidal effect of clindamycin (CLDM)
+imipenem (IPM) against MRSA strain
no.l4.
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In vitro combined effect of clindamycin and imipenem against

methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
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resistant to both drugs

The in vitro combined effect of clindamycin (CLDM) and imipenem (IPM) was studied in
among 28 clinically

isolated methicillin-resistant

Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) strains. By means of the checkerboard agar dilution method,
the fractional inhibitory concentration (FIC) index of this combination was 0.5 or less in 9
of 15 strains at 37°C, and in all of 15 strains at 32°C. Further, in the time-killing curve
studies, this combination showed a synergistic effect against the no.l4 strain obtained a
minimal FIC index (0.16). These results suggest that the combination of CLDM and IPM
produced a synergistic action against highly resistant MRSA strains.



