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Chemical structure of azithromycin.
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Table 1. Media used for preculture and MIC determination

Media

Organisms

For preculture
BHIB
BHIB + 5% horse blood
BHIB + 5% Fildes enrichment (Difco)
STB
For MIC determination
BHIA
SDA-N +5% horse blood
SDA-N +5% Fildes enrichment (Difco)
SDA-N ‘ ‘

Streptococcus pyogenes
Streptococcus pneumontae
Haemophilus influenzae
other organisms

Streptococcus pyogenes
Streptococcus pneumonsae
Haemophilus influenzae
other organisms

BHIB: brain heart infusion broth (Difco),
BHIA: brain heart infusion agar (Difco),

STB: sensitivity test broth (Nisst}i), '
SDA-N: sensitivity disk agar-N (Nissui)

Table 2. Antibacterial activities of azithromycin and other antibiotics against standard strains of bacteria

_ MIC (xg/mh*

Organism Azithromycin ~ Erythromycin ~ Oleandomycin Josamycin Rokitamycin
Staphylococcus aureus FDA 209P JC-1 0.10 0.10 0.78 0.20 0.10
Staphylococcus aureus Terajima 0.39 0.10 1.56 0.78 0.20
Staphylococcus aureus MS 353 0.20 0.20 1.56 0.78 0.10
Streptococcus pyogenes Cook 0.10 0.025 0.78 0.10 0.025
Bacillus subtilis ATCC 6633 0.39 0.10 1.56 0.20 0.20
Micrococcus luteus ATCC 9341 0.025 0.025 0.20 0.05 0.10
Escherichia coli NIH]J JC-2 6.25 100 >100 >100 100
Escherichia coli K 12 C600 3.13 100 >100 >100 50
Enterobacter cloacae 963 25 >100 >100 >100 >100
Enterobacter aerogenes ATCC 13048 12.5 >100 >100 >100 >100
Klebsiella pneumoniae PCI-602 3.13 6.25 25 12.5 12.5
Salmonella typhimurium 11D 971 6.25 100 >100 >100 >100
Salmonella typhi 901 3.13 100 >100 >100 100
Salmonella paratyphi 1015 1.56 50 >100 >100 50
Salmonella schottmuelleri 8006 12.5 100 >100 >100 >100
Salmonella enteritidis G 14 3.13 50 >100 >100 100
Serratia marcescens IAM 1184 25 100 >100 >100 >100
Morganella morganii IFO 3848 50 >100 >100 >100 >100
Proteus mirvabilis IFO 3849 >100 >100 >100 >100 >100
Proteus vulgaris 0X-19 50 >100 >100 >100 >100
Proteus vulgaris HX-19 50 >100 >100 >100 100
Providencia retigeri IFO 3850 50 >100 >100 >100 >100
Pseudomonas aeruginosa IFO 3445 >100 >100 >100 >100 >100
Pseudomonas aeruginosa NCTC 10490 100 >100 >100 >100 >100
Pseudomonas aeruginosa PAQ 1 >100 >100 >100 >100 >100

Inoculum size: 108 CFU/ml

* MICs were determined with serial two-fold dilutions of the agents in sensitivity test agar
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1) 77 LBHE

Methicillin-susceptible S. aureus(MSSA) 548kIZ%TT 5
AZMDHE I 1EMICs50750.39ug/ml &Rk L, S OHES
DEIIIIME D 1T, OLL W 2B ENT V255, EMB
LURKM & ) 1% - 72,

Methicillin-resistant S. aureus (MRSA) 27# 123t L T
IFAZMDMIC508 & U'MICgoo & b 12> 100ug/ml T BEHE
EHk, MEHIEEE o 72,

Staphylococcus epidermidis 1058k IZxt 3 A AZMDMICso
130.78ug/ml, MICqg (& > loolug/ml'czb D, 0.78ug/mld
g TRIRE DI T0% DREDSEGT # MZ 120 T2 D
30% (3 BBk L 72 & DA IZ D > 100ug/ ml D 8 BE i 14 #k
THhHh-7,

Streptococcus pyogenes 958k & U'S. preumoniae 36HKIZ
3 L CAZMIZEN PN 27 L, 0.10ug/mDiRET
#180% DMERE BED FETT 2L 72, £ DHLH ) D
S IIEM & W& LERES - 7275, RKMEF%, IM&
D1%, OLL h4EFENL TV 7,

Enterococcus faecalis 99 ¥k 3 & U Enterococcus faecium
81K B AZMDMICsold F #1313 ug/mlbB £ U
25ug/mlTH Y, MBELN1I~4EH > TV,
MICoold & DIEH] b > 100ug/ml% 5T L 72,

2) 77 LEMHE

E. coli 50#k, K. pneumoniae 50 ¥k, Klebsiella oxytoca
54%k B & U Citrobacter freundii 968K 24T L, AZMIZ L8
EHFROBVIENERL, CNOAHEICIT S
AZMODOMICsold FEN12.5, 25, 258 L U25ug/mIT

Table 3. Antibacterial activities of azithromycin and other antibiotics against clinical isolates of gram-positive bacteria

. MIC (ug/ml
(N(?rgf“s“;;‘i‘ns) Antibiotic - (wg/mb
. ange MIC;, MIC,,
Methicillin-susceptible Azithromycin 0.39~ >100 0.39 6.25
Staphylococcus aureus Erythromycin 0.20~>100 0.20 3.13
(54) Oleandomycin 1.56 ~ >100 1.56 3.13
Josamycin 0.39~>100 0.78 0.78
Rokitamycin 0.10~>100 0.20 0.20
Methicillin-resistant Azithromycin 6.25~>100 >100 >100
Staphylococcus aureus Erythromycin 1.56 ~ >100 >100 >100
27 Josamycin 0.78 ~>100 >100 >100
Rokitamycin 0.10~>100 >100 >100
Staphylococcus epidermidis Azithromycin 0.39~>100 0.78 >100
(105) Erythromycin 0.20~>100 0.39 >100
Josamycin 0.20~ >100 0.78 >100
Rokitamycin 0.10~ >100 0.39 >100
Streptococcus pyogenes Azithromycin 0.05~0.10 0.05 0.10
(95) Erythromycin 0.025~0.10 0.025 0.05
Josamycin 0.05~0.39 0.10 0.20
Rokitamycin 0.025~0.20 0.05 0.10
Streptococcus pnewmoniae Azithromycin 0.025~0.78 0.05 0.78
(36) Erythromycin 0.013~0.39 0.05 0.39
Oleandomycin 0.20~6.25 0.78 6.25
Josamycin 0.025~0.78 0.10 0.20
Rokitamycin 0.025~0.10 0.05 0.10
Enterococcus faecalis Azithromycin 0.39~>100 3.13 >100
(99) Erythromycin 0.10~ >100 0.78 >100
Josamycin 0.39~>100 1.56 >100
Rokitamycin 0.20~ >100 0.78 >100
Enterococcus faecium Azithromycin 0.20~ >100 25 >100
@81) Erythromycin 0.05~ >100 6.25 >100
Josamycin 0.39~ >100 6.25 >100
Rokitamycin 0.20~>100 1.56 >100

Inoculum size: 10 CFU/mi
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Shigella spp. 54k B & U Salmonella spp. 53¥RIZFT T
BAZMDMICootd & 126.25ug/ml% 7~ L, Shigella spp.
T136.25ug/ml, Salmonella spp. T3 12.5ug/mlD R T
100% DHEBOBEFMZ 720 —F, *HIEIEH] (EM, IM,
RKM) 12 T BHE 90 % DAAT> 12.5ug/mITdH > 720

Yersinia enterocolitica 40R\ZXT 9 5 AZMOMICH i I &
—%MERL, 1254¢/mOBETIOO% DRORE &
BRIE L 7o —7, *THRFEH] (EM, OL, JM, RKM) 13125
pg/mIDBETLO%RFBOBRLPIZ b h o7,

Stenotrophomonas maltophilia 49 ¥k (2 3¢ 3 5 AZM O
MICs0 3 25g/ml, MICoolE50ug/mI T Y, %t HEIEH] &
F#RZE DHE S5 o 72,

Acinetobacter calcoaceticus 35k 12313 A AZM D MICsg

Table 4-1. Antibacterial activities of azithromycin and other antibiotics against clinical isolates

- B
1£3.13ug/ml, Mlcgoc;tw.s,lg/mlf%_“' .f;ggﬁﬁ*
i 35 4k e 338k (94 %) #¢12. 58/ ml DR o (30%).
Wronrzoatl, EMBE FCAMTH i
RKMC I 1Bk (2%), JMm,;tofrék(o%)T‘a");’wf%"mmﬁ[eb

H. influenzae 49RRIZHS L aZMIZfER L ;iO Y0313
P Gl &R L7 AZMOMICHAEO22

. T
ug/ml, MICog 1% 3.13/13/1111’@?) h, ‘313/';2;;?0;%\4%
100% DEMDRE XL 20 — T ﬁm;mmo‘yf;
1312.5~50ug/mlTH Y, 3,13/1g/m10)?&ﬂ£ % L),
TokLPHMZONED2 7o
Neisseria gonorrhoeae 35 HicHT A AZM D Mlcs;o U)i
0.78ug/ml% R L, EM (3.13ug/ml), | RKMFB.I:S,::Tl
B L UIM (6.25p/ml) - 2~ 3BT R L

A

Moraxella catarrhalis 20 4 i 1 L TAZM D MiCoo 12

of gram-negative bacteria

Orgei MIC (ug/m)
rganism _—
(No. of strains) Antibiotic Range MICs, MICy,
25
Escherichia coli Azithromycin 6.25~ >100 12.5 100
: >100 >
(50) Erythromycin 25~ >100 100 2100
Oleandomycin >100 > 100 3100
Josamycin >100 > 00 2100
Rokitamycin 50~ >100 1
Klebsiella pneumoniae Azithromycin 6.25~100 3(5) S 1058
(50) Erythromycin 50 ~>100 >1 2100
Oleandomycin >100 >100 100
Josamycin >100 >100 >
Rokitamycin 100~ >100 >100 >100
Klebsiella oxytoca Azithromycin 6.25~25 25 25
(54) Erythromycin 50 ~ >100 >100 >100
Josamycin >100 >100 >100
Rokitamycin 100 ~ >100 >100 >100
Citrobacter freundii Azithromycin 12.5~ >100 25 50
(96) Erythromycin 100~ >100 >100 >100
Josamycin >100 >100 >100
Rokitamycin 100~ >100 >100 >100
Shigella spp. Azithromycin 1.56~6.25 _ 3.13 6.25
(54) Erythromycin 12.5~100 25 100
Josamycin 50~ >100 >100 >100
Rokitamycin 12.5~100 50 50
Salmonella spp. Azithromycin 3.13~12.5 6.25 6.25
(53) Erythromycin 12.5~100 50 100
Josamycin >100 >100 >100
Rokitamycin 25~ >100 >100 >100
Yersinia enterocolitica Azithromycin 3.13~12.5 6.25 6.25
40) Erythromycin 12.5~100 25 50
Oleandomycm >100 >100 >100
Josamycm _ 50~ >100 >100 >100
Rokitamycin 12.5~>100 100 100
Stenotrophomonas maltophilia Azithromycip 3.13~50 25 50
49) Erythromycin 25~ >100 50 100
Oleandomycm 100~ >100 >100 >100
Josamycin 25~ >100 >100 >100
Rokitamycin 25~100 50 100

Inoculum size: 108 CFU/ml
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0.05ug/ml%7R L, EM3B L URKM & ) 3%, IM& Y 5%,
OLL ) 8E@EN/-HMEH AR LA, £/, AZMIZ4H
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S. aureus SmithdB X O'H. influenzae BI-45\2 543 5 AZM
DRETEMAR I RAZ TR % CAMB L UEM & HiiRat %
To72,

S. aureus Smith |2 X L TAZMIZAMICO k& T, CAM
BLUEMIZ2MICU LD RE T2~ 4B E $ THBK
DRWLPEPICROON, FO%24BME F THEK
DEEH R ECHENER 2R L7 (Fig. 2),

H. influenzae B1- 4512 xF L TAZM B L VEMIZ4MICD
WETEHME E CARBDE LVRD RO LN, il
W IER AR LTz £DH%24FEM K ICBVTAZMT
DS ORI AS, EMTIBA 2B bz, —4,
CAMTIIAMICO R T b A D WA Z7H L7z h
- 72 (Fig. 3) o

m % =

158 WDazalide R~ 27 T5 1 FTHAHAIMIZ S T 4
MEPER o L TR HEEEERL, EOMENIE
EMIZHER1IEBEL > TW7-A%, RKM L 12IZF% T,
IMBXUOLE D IZ LA B TH o7 MRSAIZHT L

Table 4-2. Antibacterial activities of azithromycin and other antibiotics against clinical isolates of gram-negative bacteria

. *
Organism Antibiotic MIC Gg/mD
(No. of strains) Range MIC,, MIC,q,
Acinetobacter calcoaceticus Azithromycin 1.56~ >100 3.13 12.5
(35) Erythromycin 12.5~ >100 25 50
Clarithromycin 12.5~>100 25 50
Josamycin 50~ >100 >100 >100
Rokitamycin 12.5~100 50 100
Haemophilus influenzae Azithromycin 0.20~3.13 1.56 3.13
49) Erythromycin 0.78~12.5 6.25 12.5
Josamycin 3.13~100 25 50
Rokitamycin 1.56 ~25 6.25 12.5
Neisseria gonorrhoeae Azithromycin 0.05~1.56 0.39 0.78
(35) Erythromycin 0.20~6.25 1.56 3.13
Josamycin 0.39~12.5 1.56 6.25
Rokitamycin 0.20~12.5 0.78 3.13
Moraxella catarrhalis Azithromycin 0.025~0.10 0.05 0.05
20) Erythromycin 0.10~0.78 0.20 0.39
Oleandomycin 1.56~12.5 6.25 6.25
Josamycin 0.39~1.56 0.78 1.56
Rokitamycin 0.05~0.39 0.20 0.39

Inoculum size: 106 CFU/ml

Azithromycin (MIC: 0.39 pg/ml)

Clarithromycin (MIC: 0.20 pg/ml)

Erythromycin (MIC: 0.39 pg/ml)
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Fig. 2. Bactericidal activity of azithromycin against Staphylococcus aureus Smith.
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Fig. 3. Bactericidal activity of azithromycin against Haemophilus influenzae BI-45.

T~ 07 4 FRIBIMEEEIZEP -7z —7F,
AZMA Y 5 ARME K LEERD T2 0 T 4 NI~
BVWHEEEE R T REEEOFRO VD LOLEIZ LR
%o H. influenzaelZ3F L T3.13ug/ml'C, N. gonorrhoeaelZ
3L T1.56ug/mTE&BROBE LML, EML ) 2ERE
ENTHEN R L7, £72, M catarrhalisiZat LTk
£HR0.10pg/mITH R, BRRMROPFHFTE 2MEEY
R L7

WERE AR AT B TIL, S. aureus SmithiZxt LT
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In vitro antibacterial activity of azithromycin,
a new macrolide antibiotic

Susumu Mitsuhashi and Kunio Inoue
Episome Institute
2220 Kogure, Fujimi-mura, Seta-gun, Gunma 371-01, Japan

The in vitro activity of azithromycin (AZM), a new macrolide, was compared with those of erythromy-
cin (EM), oleandomycin (OL), clarithromycin (CAM), josamycin (JM) and rokitamycin (RKM).

AZM possessed broad antibacterial spectra together with potent activity against gram-positive
bacteria. AZM demonstrated superior potency against gram-negative bacteria such as Escherichia coli,
Shigella spp., Salmonella spp. and Acinetobacter calcoaceticus in comparison with EM, OL, CAM, JM and
RKM. AZM also showed a high activity against Haemophilus influenzae, Neisseria gonorrhoeae and Moraxella
catarrhalis.

In a killing-kinetics experiment, AZM at four times its MIC demonstrated the bactericidal effect against
Staphylococcus aureus and H. influenzae.



