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Table 2. Bacteria detected in vaginal flora before curettage

Strains

Staphylocaccus aureus
Streptococcus agalactiae
Streptacoccus spp.
Enterococcus spp.
Lactobacillus spp.
Corynebacterium sp.
Escherichia coli
Haemophilus influenzae
Candida sp.
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Prophylactic antimicrobials against postabortion infection

Yoichiro Fujiwara and Yoshinori Nakata

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Kyoto First Red Cross Hospital, 15-749 Honmachi,
Higashiyama-ku, Kyoto 605-0981, Japan

From January 1999 to December 2000, 156 women at between 5 and 19 weeks gestation underwent
induced abotion at Kyoto First Red Cross Hospital. Subjects were divided into 2 groups based on
antimirobials administered postoperatively. Group 1 consisted of 109 women given cephems for 4 or 5 days
(cefotiam hexetil (CTM-HE) 600 mg/day in 8 cases, cefoteram pivoxil (CFTM-PI) 600 mg/day in 93
cases, and cefcapene pivoxil (CFPN-PI) 300 mg/day in 8 cases). Group 2 consisted of 47 women given
fluoroquinolones for 4 or 5 days (tosufloxacin (TFLX) 450 mg/day) . Eight cases (7.3%) from group 1 and
2 (4.3%) from group 2 developed postabortion infection requiring additional antimicrobials and
recurettage. Chlamydia trachomatis was sampled from the uterine cervix in 28 of the 156 and isolated from
5 (17.9%), all included in 10 cases of postabortion infection. C. trachomatis was sampled in 11 of 85
married women but not isolated and in 17 of 71 single women and isolated from 5 (29.4%). We concluded
that fluoroquinolones are more desirable than cephems for prophylactic antimicrobials against
postabortion infection and that women, especially single, requesting abortion should be examined and
treated for infection with C. trachomatis either before or, at the latest, in conjunction with abortion.



